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Synopsis  

Alicia is one year old when she is removed 

from her home. Via a foster family she is 

placed into a children’s care home when she 

is five. By the time she is nine, she is still 

there, awaiting placement with a new 

family. This is when the documentary ALICIA 

starts. For three years the film follows the 

girl in her daily life in close-cropped, 

observing images. These make the desires 

and powerlessness of the young, homeless 

Alicia, as well as the impact of a lack of 

perspective, palpable. Will the girl derail 

because of the hopelessness of her situation 

or are we witness to an inescapable history 

that repeats itself? Maasja Ooms directed, 

filmed and edited ALICA to make a poignant 

film about a universal theme: our need for 

love. 

 

 

 
 

 

Logline  

A disturbing, observing film portraying the 

daily life and deepest emotions of a young, 

homeless girl who is in danger of derailing. 

 

 

 



 

 

Technical details 

Screening Format: DCP, H264, ProRes 

Shooting Format:  2K 

Aspect Ratio:   Scope 

Sound:   5.1   

Spoken language:  Dutch 

Subtitles:   English   

Colour:   Colour 

Age rating:  12+ 

 

 
Festival highlights 

• International Documentary Film Festival Amsterdam, 
the Netherlands (15 – 26 November, 2017) 

 

Full list of selections: click here 

Stills, photo of the director, poster: click here 
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      Crew  

Director:    Maasja Ooms 

Producer:                      Willemijn Cerutti 

Cinematographer:   Maasja Ooms 

Sound:   Maasja Ooms  

Editor:    Maasja Ooms 
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Maasja Ooms 

Biography 

Maasja Ooms has completed the Photo Academy 

and the Film Academy in the early nineties. After 

having worked as a cinematographer for about 15 

years, she has developed herself into an editor. At 

first she worked on documentaries she had filmed 

herself, later on she also edited other films and 

worked as an edit coach. Because of her strong 

involvement as a cinematographer with respect to 

content, the films became a collaborative effort, in 

co direction. In 2013 Maasja started an extensive 

research, focussing on observations about the 

behaviour between people. This led to the 

production of two films, which Maasja directed, 

filmed and edited. Tussen Mensen (55’, VPRO, 2015) 

and ALICIA (90’, VPRO, 2017, IDFA Dutch 

competition). 

 

Director’s statement  

Roaming the children’s care home during filming – 

and especially when seeing 3-year-old Shania – 

jogged my memory. I was also raised living in a 

children’s care home in Amsterdam. I have lived 

here from birth until I was four years old. By then I 

was allowed to move back home. I had feared to 

know the answer to my question “What is wrong 

with me so that I cannot live at home?” I only found 

my answer by the time I was 45. During the research 

for this film I found my own file in the Amsterdam 

City Archives. In their beautiful library, amidst other 

visitors who were leafing through large parchment 

books, I excitedly read typed out observation reports 

of my early childhood. It had all been written down: 

when my first teeth appeared, how I behaved 

toward other children and caretakers and how I got 

along with my mother.  

 
 
 

 
The insight in that time period, from an institution’s 

perspective, was clarifying. The cool, somewhat scientific 

tone of the observations allowed me to view my past 

differently. The hidden reproach I had had for my 

mother, about her ‘getting rid’ of me, got a new meaning 

when I read in the report that she had wanted very much 

to take care of me. But she hadn’t been capable to do so 

at that time. Reading the report had been liberating and 

provided an enormous sense of relief. There had been 

nothing wrong with me after all… 

I decided to capture this topic in a film. I wanted to zoom 

in on the impact it has, when you need to be self-reliant 

at a young age and how an irrevocable sense of not 

belonging grips you. During my research I visited a 

children’s care home in the south of the Netherlands and 

there I met Alicia. She had virtually no one who came to 

visit her, while her desire to be seen and loved were so 

palpable. 

Filmography 
 
• Tussen Mensen (2015)  

• Alicia (2017) 

 

 


